
Australia
The Australian market has become more 

active in the past six months with new orders 
coming from existing customers on both the 
east and west coasts, while renewed interest 
for Suspended Dump Bodies (SDB) is providing 
the local Duratray rubber factory higher than 
expected workloads.  [Page 2]

Asia/Africa
Duratray continues to conquer new markets in 

the ex-Soviet Union area with new bodies be-
ing delivered to new customers and countries, 
for various Belaz and Caterpillar trucks, in both 
SDB and XP configuration. [Page 3]

North America
Duratray engineers recently undertook a 

commissioning visit to De Beers new diamond 
mine Gahcho Kué near Yellowknife Canada.  
Already eight 220t SDB’s are at work, with 4 
more in manufacture. SDB's are already well-
proven in the area at Ekati and Diavik. [Page 4]

South America: high demand con-
tinues for ultra-class dump bodies
After delivery of 20 units this year to cus-

tomers such as Codelco-Chile and Antofagasta 
Minerals, a neighbouring mine Escondida, 
which is one of the biggest open-pit mines 
in the world, has placed a significant order 
for Duratray steel bodies for their CAT797 and 
KOM960E haul trucks. 

Minera Escondida copper mine in Chile’s 
Atacama Desert is the world’s largest copper-
producing mine. In 2015 it accounted for 6.5 
percent of global copper production and 4.1 
percent of Chilean GDP. 

After completing deliveries to Escondida, the 
local Duratray workshop is working on the next 
batch of bodies, including follow up orders 
from Antofagasta Minerals Centinela and other 
customers. In addition to dump bodies, in the 
last few months there was also an important 
flow of incoming orders in other product lines 
such as customised water tanks and high-
efficiency rail cars.

New XP-series launched at 
MINExpo 2016

Having pioneered the light-weight steel 
dump body concept as far back as 1996, 
Duratray launched in September, at MINExpo 
(Las Vegas), its latest generation product, the 
XP-series dump bodies.

Celebrating twenty years of innovative 
develpment and over 1500 units sold, the new 
XP-series offers mine operators maximized 
payload with minimum deadweight of the 
dump body. For heavy-duty applications, 
simple but effective wear kits can be offered, 
typically adding only 10% of extra weight. 

Please check the product brochure on our 
web-site ( http://goo.gl/bh4K0W ) or contact 
your local representative for more information 
about customized solutions that could be 
offered in your region.
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 Picture: CAT797F Dump Body for Antofagasta Minerals (Centinela)



Duratray News      November 2016Page  2

Yancoal is about to receive their second fleet 
of Duratray SDB’s for Komatsu 830E trucks at 
their Moolarben mine. Their sister mine in WA, 
Premier also uses SDB for their 220T trucks 
(Terex MT4400).

After extensive trials were conducted in 2012 
at Moolarben Coal mine, located near Mudgee 
in the Hunter Valley region of NSW, Yancoal 
confirmed the benefits of the SDB technology 
when used in this operation.

As a consequence, in 2013 Moolarben Coal 
ordered and received the first “Stealth Fleet” 
that allows them, in addition to the traditional 
payload benefits, allowed them to reduce the 
noise impact of loading the trucks with rocks by 
8-10 decibels. 

Furthermore, in response to client needs a 
special design with Tailgate was also supplied 
to haul semi-liquid coal rejects. This special 
alternative provides improved payload and 
reduced spillage when handling wet sloppy 
materials with very high water contents.

STEALTH FLEET
For more information about the current 
fleet running at Moolarben Coal, please 
watch a video clip of the bodies in action.
 
LINK:
http://youtu.be/181c9KpH2Sc

Papua New Guinea

Duratray has been working at Lihir Island 
since 1996 – see archive photo of the first unit 
fitted to Payhauler 350C haul trucks 4WD with a 
payload of 45 metric tonnes.

 Newcrest Mining has one of the largest fleets 
of SDB’s in a single site operating at their Lihir 
Gold mine in PNG. Recently an extra Cat-785 
unit was loaded at Mackay (QLD) for shipping 
to the island. This unit will replace one of their 
18-year old units.

West Coast
Downer Mining is one of Duratray’s most 

important customers, with the largest fleet of 
Suspended Dump Bodies in Australia.  While in 
recent years collaboration was mainly focused 
on solving carry-back problems in QLD, their 
last addition was an order for one of their WA 
magnetite projects.

In their quest to reduce maintenance costs 
due to highly abrasive materials and to improve 

Australia:  
East Coast Update

productivity with better payloads, their local 
fleet will be progresively converted to SDB.

Alcan, the Alumina division of Rio Tinto is also 
expanding their fleet of SBD for CAT777 long-
haul trucks, with more units planned for the 
next few semesters. 

This fleet is one of the oldest in the world 
with some units still in operation which were 
manufactured before the year 2000, with 
minimal overhauls every 10 years.

The durability of the SDB and extra payload 
benefits have helped this customer to weather 
difficult conditions in the recent challenging 
mining market.
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After successful trials with Siberia and 
Kyrgyzstan mining companies, Kazakhstan 
and other Russian territories are planning to 
upgrade their fleets to the Duratray technology 
in order to maximize payloads within the 
available capability of their trucks from various 
OEM such as Caterpillar, Belaz and others.

 

The fleet of six CAT789 Suspended Dump 
Bodies running in Kumtor has each completed 
more than 14,000 hours virtually maintenance 
free in an environment with abrasive material 
and difficult climatic conditions. This benefit 
was also complemented by an increase of 
sixteen percentage of average payload and a 
noticeable reduction of spillage.

 

After a successful trial with Suek in a large coal 
mine, Duratray bodies will be deployed in one 
of the iron ore mines of Severstal. A small order 
of Suspended Dump Bodies for Belaz trucks 
is being supplemented by one the largest 
orders of the lightweight steel bodies (XP) for 
Caterpillar trucks, that will be manufactured 
over the next 2 years, taking the fleet over 30 
units of 220 tonnes. This will result in the one 
of the largest single users of Duratray bodies 
in the Asian region, with ongoing discussions 
for follow-up orders in other mines of this new 
Russian customer.

Asia: New countries embrace 
Duratray Haulage Solutions

RECENT EXHIBITIONS
Duratray has been present this year in all 
important international mining events such 
as CIM Canada, Expomin Chile, Expomina Perú, 
Electra Mining Africa.

BAUMA 2016
The commodities cycle may not be bullish, 
but that didn't stop half a million visitors from 
flooding the grounds of the Bauma 2016 trade 
fair. Duratray was among 3,400 exhibitors from 
58 countries that presented their products, 
developments and innovations on a record 
600,000 square meters of exhibition space. 
The upbeat reports from Bauma come despite 
some gloomy numbers from equipment 
manufacturers. It was not the occasion to dwell 
on the negative, and a number of new mining 
products were rolled-out.

MINEXPO 2016
This event, which is held every four years in Las 
Vegas USA, attracted 44,000 delegates from 
130 countries who were treated to product 
displays by some 1,900 exhibitors.  Continuing 
a 16-year tradition, Duratray was among 
those exhibitors. In spite of five years of poor 
conditions in the mining industry the mood 
of all MINExpo participants was more buoyant 
than had been anticipated.  Duratray used the 
opportunity to officially launch its new series 
of XP-series lightweight, heavy-duty dump 
bodies for mine haul trucks to 400 tons. Already 
orders are in-hand for more than thirty units for 
mines in Australia, Chile and Russia.

 

Another country that is showing significant 
potential is India, where Duratray joined more 
than 30 other Australian companies exhibiting 
in the main local mining show in Kolkata.  
Several opportunities were identified to enter 
this market in the near future.

 

FAST FACTS
35
Did you know that Duratray bodies are used 
in 35 countries in all continents?

18%
Did you know that you can save up to 18% 
of fuel consumption when using SDB to solve 
carry-back?

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Contact your local representative or the 
head office:

* info@duratray.com

* +61 3 8761 2800

* www.duratray.com
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The mine is a joint venture between the 
DeBeers and Mountain Province Diamonds, and 
the new fleet at Gahcho Kué complement large 
existing Duratray fleets at Ekati, Diavik and Iron 
Ore of Canada.

Mexico is the largest silver producer and is 
one of largest gold producers. Peñasquito, that 
is owned and operated by Goldcorp, it is the 
biggest gold & silver mine in Mexico. This new 
customer has turned to Duratray for assistance 
to reduce their maintenance costs and improve 
their productivity.

The first two SDB for their Komatsu 930E 
fleet can be seen in the photo below departing 
from Duratray’s factory in two halves to be re-
assembled onsite after the long trip across the 
continent. Duratray International can provide  
complete end to end customer solutions from 
design to installation.

 

Gold and diamond markets are showing signs 
of recovery in the middle of generally struggling 
commodities and global economic uncertainty.
De Beers has placed recently a fourth order 
for suspended dump bodies for their Komatsu 
830E trucks, taking their fleet over 12 units in 
their newest project in the far-north of Canada. 
These units will be assembled in Edmonton 
during the next few months and then taken to 
the mine crossing the world-famous winter ice-
road in Q1 of 2017.

Gahcho Kué, which is located 280km north 
east of Yellowknife, is the largest new diamond 
mine under construction in the world. It is 
expected to produce an average of 4.5 million 
carats per annum over the life of the mine. First 
ore was exposed at this mine on March 2016. 
The commissioning phase introduced ore into 
the processing facility on June with the first 
commissioning carats being recovered on July 
2016. The mining operation has, to date, pre-
stripped in excess of 20Mt of waste material 
during the capital phase thereby ensuring 
sufficient exposed ore for production ramp-up. 

North America: Duratray's presence 
is growing in Mexico & Canada

CASE STUDY

Large open-pit mine in Africa
Mines in tropical areas can control the impact 
of long wet seasons by using the SDB solution 
to reduce carry-back due to wet and sticky 
materials. Furthermore, during the dry season 
users can benefit from the other advantages 
such as improved payload and reduced 
maintenance costs.

After 12 months of continuous and controlled 
evaluation, the following improvements were 
noted in this copper mine when using SDB for 
their 180T trucks:
•	 carry-back reduced to almost zero from 15-

20%
•	 better tray capacity, giving it a greater 

spillage control on the ramps
•	 the ability of carrying an additional 15% 

with regards to payload (7 bucket passes 
instead of 6)

•	 reduced maintenance downtime due to 
lack of welding on the floor 

•	 reduced fuel consumption due to lower 
weight (no steel liners)

•	 superior wear results with rocks, with 
current forecasts indicating overhaul in-
tervals will be less frequent.

Therefore, the results point to an overall 
improved Life Cycle Costing per hour and 
per tonne, with productive gains reducing 
the ROI timeframe and increasing custom-
er satisfaction. Other customers in the area 
have now shown interest in deploying this 
technology to their operations.

Late breaking news
At the 2ND Australia Chile Economic Leadership Forum held in Melbourne, both Duratray and its 
parent company Conymet were acknowledged by several VIP speakers as pioneers in the investment 
regime from Chile to Australia, and thence selling mining products to the rest of the world – now 
reaching more than 35 counties.  Delegates to the ACELF included ex-President of Chile Eduardo 
Frei and current Chile Mining Minister Mrs Aurora Williams (pictured with Steve Hall, COO Duratray).


