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 Picture: Ultra-class bodies for Codelco and Antofagasta Minerals

South America: New customers in the region benefit  
from Duratray customised solutions 
Duratray LatAm has been awarded contracts 

to manufacture eighteen (18) lightweight steel 
dump bodies for Komatsu-930E and Caterpillar-
797F ultra-class trucks at Chuquicamata 
(Codelco) and Centinela (Antofagasta Minerals) 
open pit copper mines in northern Chile. 

State-owned Codelco (Chile) is the largest 
copper producer in the world, and they also 
controls around 10% of the world reserves of 
this metal. Chuquicamata  is the world’s largest 
open-pit mine and it  has been in operation for 
nearly a century. 

Antofagasta PLC is a Chile-based copper 
mining group with significant by-product 
production and interests in transportation. 
Centinela was formed in 2014, from the merger 
of the Esperanza and El Tesoro mines. Centinela 

 

is located 1,350 km north of Santiago, in an 
important mining region with sulphide and 
oxide deposits. It produces copper concentrate 
(containing gold and silver) through a milling 
and flotation process and copper cathodes.

Duratray Chilean workshop has also built FX 
lightweight steel dump bodies for Caterpillar 
793D trucks, that were transported to the San 
Juan province of Argentina, for a large gold 
mine. Although the operational width is 8.0 
metres, the Duratray engineering team was 
able to design a compact 3-part nested layout 
which reduced the width for road transport to 
a more manageable value of 5.0 metres.  See 
photograph of the one of the units loaded 
onto semitrailers prior to the 1,400 km journey 
across the Andes to the mine. 

In addition to dump bodies, twenty (20) light 
rail cars were manufactured for Transap. Each 
car, illustrated in the picture below, has capacity 
to carry two 40- feet containers, being one of 
the longest rail cars built in South America.
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than OEM steel ejector bodies.  Feedback from the 
trials in Panama have been positive and replicate 
similar success in tropical regions such as Suriname, 
Guyana, Jamaica, PNG and New Caledonia.

dump trucks. Duratray has designed a high 
efficiency tray for CAT-775 trucks, with 

Beyond to large trays for  open-pit mines, 
Duratray also designs bodies for small rigid 
and articulated dump trucks.

The El-Teniente operation of Codelco 
(Chile) is the largest operating 
underground copper mine , extracting 
more than 130,000 tonnes per day of ore.

One of the challenges of this expansion 
was to optimise the productivity of the 

lower weight and higher volume to carry 
more payload on each trip.

Dual (water) tank 
& dump body for 
Cat-793D, BHPB 
Cerro Colorado 
(Pampa Norte)

Dump body with 
tailgate for under 
ground trucks 

Nothing but rocks and sand grow in the 
hilly Atacama desert in northern Chile. 
There the climate is dry, dry, dry. That is not 
so for the fertile minds of geologists and 
engineers, whose ideas have blossomed 
into a world-beating copper producer, 
Compania Minera Cerro Colorado. 

Demonstrating the company's innovative 
engineering approach to solve client needs, 
an hybrid water tank and dump body 
was recently completed at the Iquique 
workshop of Conymet Duratray. Initially 
designed as a high-volume water tank for 
pit de-watering operations, the unit can 
later be converted to a standard rock body 
for transport of ore and waste.  

A full 140,000 litre (40,000 US 
gallon) water tank can be discharged 
in less than 90 seconds; see video link:  
https://youtu.be/8FukOE-d1wo 

Further expanding the global 
fleet of 6x6 articulated dump trucks 
with Duratray suspended dump 
bodies, three new units have been 
commissioned on Caterpillar-740B 
trucks in Panama.  The site has 
extremely high annual rainfall 
(5-metres / 200") and Carryback 
is a major issue with cohesive 
material such as Saprolite.  Also 
the  steel  dump  bodies  from  the  
OEM tend to be too small to carry 
full payloads with low density 
weathered material, so the Duratray 
SDB body has 25% larger volumetric 
capacity while being 20% lighter. 

Fast-discharge Cat-793D water tank / dump body

Cat -775G Duratray FX body with tailgate option
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The success of the Duratray SDB 
(Suspended Dump Body) concept is 
continuing with existing customers in all 
continents, ordering more bodies due to 
positive performance of the current units.

In North America, DeBeers has ordered 
another batch of 4 units for its newly 
developed Gahcho Kué diamond mine in 
the Arctic north of Canada.

On Australia's west coast, Downer Mining 
is increasing their fleet of CAT793 SDB's 
at Karara magnetite mine, after the good 
results of the first three units.

In Australia's east coast, Yancoal is 
expecting their  second batch of KOM830 
SDB at Moolarben to achieve production 
targets with minimal noise pollution. A 
video of their Stealth Fleet can be found 
online at:  https://youtu.be/181c9KpH2Sc

In Africa, Anglo Coal  ordered a spare 
unit for their Hitachi EH3500 SDB fleet, to 
reduce the risk of lost production, should an 
accident or incident occur.

CAT777 SDB for Titan (USA)

The first of several planned Duratray 
SDB's has been commissioned at a large 
limestone quarry in Florida (USA). 

Fitted to a Caterpillar 777 off-highway 
haul truck the new Duratray SDB has a 
rated SAE capacity of 62 m3 (83 Yd3). The 
unit was manufactured in Chile at one of 
the South-American facilities of Conymet-
Duratray and shipped via the Port of 
Miami. Trials to date have exceed client's 
expectations in terms of production and 
operator acceptance.

Repeat Orders from Customers in all regions
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The new Suspended Dump Body (SDB) 
was fitted to a Belaz 7530 truck of 220 
tonnes capacity; this is the first SDB body 
designed for Belaz trucks.

This body was manufactured in kit form 
and assembled in the mine after a complex 
logistic operation, with support from our 
Engineering and Field Service crews.

Safety Record at Escondida 
A major celebration event was held recently in Antofagasta, to 

celebrate 15 years without accidents at BHP-Billiton's Escondida 
copper mine in the contract to maintain and refurbish haul truck 
dump bodies. The photograph below shows Mr. Marcelo Medel, 
director of Conymet-Duratray, presenting an award plaque to Mr 
Leonardo Rioseco, maintenance superintendent of 200 operating 
trucks at Escondida, where almost half of the fleet are fitted with 
Duratray bodies. 

Meet our representatives at:

Booth 200  (Hall B4)

Booth 1607

Booth 9140

 
New Markets:  

Russia
The first SDB for Russia has been 

commissioned in Siberia last year, for one 
of the largest coal producers in the world. 
Their opencast mine, in Buryatia region,  
operates in temperatures as low as -50°C.

The company, via its local agent Kuzbass 
Mining Services (KMS), is preparing a 
range of new proposals for mines across 
the Russian Federation. Duratray staff will 
be visiting the region after the BAUMA 
tradeshow.

The harsh climatic conditions across Russia 
are similar to the Canadian Arctic, where 
Duratray Suspended Dump Bodies have 
been extremely successfully. Mines such 
as Ekati, Diavik and IOC have used Duratray 
dump bodies for more than 10 years, and 
all new dump bodies are specified as SDB.

http://www.kmsco.ru


